MARIAN GOODMAN GALLERY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

AN-MY LE
doé-mi-né
24 June — 20 August 2021

Marian Goodman Gallery is pleased to present dd-mi-nd, a solo exhibition by An-My L§, featuring selected works
from her photographic series 29 Palms (2003-2004) and Viét Nam (1994-1998), as well as a new collection of
objects. Lé&’s exhibition, her first in our New York space, recontextualizes two of her earlier series with the new
presentation dd-mi-nd, 2021, and runs concurrently with the Robert Smithson show, Abstract Cartography.
While Lé and Smithson are set apart by two decades, the works in these exhibitions respectively examine similar
themes, including notions of landscape, historical legacies of the 1960s, and the infrastructural shifts of that
period.

The title of the exhibition, dé-mi-nd, alludes to the Cold War-era geopolitical concept of “domino theory.” DJ-mai-
ndis the translation from French to a Vietnamese that is the modern national version that was romanized by
European Jesuit priests in the 1600s.

For over twenty-five years, the Viethamese American photographer An-My Lé has been steadily redefining the
tradition of documentary photography. Working in distinct series which often span years, her work has shown
her to be one of the most reliable witnesses to the complexities of American life. Her photographs, taken with a
large-format film camera, often blur the boundaries between the actual and its representation, embracing
performance as a means to explore conflict and war, the military-industrial complex, and national identity
through memory and place. Her clear-eyed perception and distanced perspective call into question the status of
photographic ‘objectivity,” and coax the complexities of various sociopolitical settings and of human behavior.

Informed by the histories of 19t and 20t century landscape photography, documentary reportage, and conflict
journalism, as well as her own personal history — growing up in Vietnam in the 1960s and settling in the US at
the end of the Vietham War — Lé&’s work offers a reflection on how reality and myth are portrayed and
contested. Her work is informed by both world history and her own distinct path. As she stated in a 2005
interview with Hilton Als, “My attachment to the idea of landscape is a direct extension of a life in exile.”

Lé returned home to Vietnam in 1994 after then-US president Bill Clinton normalized diplomatic relations.
From there, she began the series Viét Nam (1994-1998). These photographs present agrarian landscapes and
scenes of everyday life, often seen from an elevated perspective. Conjuring an interest in scale and
architecture, L&’s panoramic views enable us to enter a landscape and to confront layers of history. These works
bridge back to sites of Lé&’s childhood, as well as to those of her mother and grandmother, representing personal
memory and culture lost through the schism and realities of war. As Lé says, “My understanding of landscape
changed when I went to Vietnam. ...Instead of seeking the real I began making photographs that use the real to
ground the imaginary.”

With her 2003-2004 series, z9 Palms, the historical legacies of war suddenly took on new immediacy with the
reality of the Iraq War. These black-and-white photographs were made in the California desert, where US
Marines trained for battle prior to deployment. Taking up the mode of re-enactment first explored through her
series Small Wars, here L&’s photographs depict Marines on domestic soil acting out a theatre of conflict against
“enemies” portrayed by fellow Marines. Taken near San Bernardino County, California, the desert landscape of
these photographs bears resemblance to Afghanistan and Iraq — where Lé had applied but ultimately not realized
her wish to embed as a journalist with the military.

In dialogue with the two photographic series on view, a collection of engraved Zippo-style lighters is installed

along a corner bookshelf. Lé first began to collect these objects — “jumbo novelty flip top lighters” —at the
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beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic. The Zippo lighters were significant to the Vietnam War, where they were
first brought by American soldiers, and became symbols of protest and emblems of individuality in the midst
of the conflict. Hand-etched with personal mantras, the lighters became both ‘amulets and talismans of
protection’ as well as individual symbols of protest and violence. Here, they are swaddled in L&’s hand-stitched
‘cozies,” which she wove to quell anxiety in the frenzied lead-up to the US presidential election. The lighters
bear idiosyncratic inscriptions, with engravings ranging from “Big Dog 1” to “It Don’t Mean No’thin” and “You
Can Surf Later” to “Black is beauty Think black Act black Love black We shall over run” and “I am going
home.” Witnesses to history, the lighters are remnants of a life in a state of perpetual contingency. Their
installation here recalls L&’s memory of the need for preparedness: the shelves reminiscent of the family pantry
she had in Vietnam, stocked with American food cans from the black market and jars of rice for emergencies.

Lé has written of the series: The Zippo lighters are forever associated with the torching of huts and villages, but
they were also a form of social protest for the American soldier. The lighters were engraved in-country by the
Vietnamese. It’s a thrill to discover the absurd inscriptions with inversions and misspellings. I first wanted to
Insert my own quotations but realized the vernacular nature of the existing Zippos is more compelling, and still
very resonant today. The sleeves/cozies are inspired by the potholders that many of us learned to weave in
preschool. They are used to hold something that is too hot to handle, or like a tea cozy, they keep things warm.”

This exhibition follows the artist’s major survey exhibition An-My Lé: On Contested Terrain which opened at the
Carnegie Museum of Art, Pittsburgh, PA, is currently on view at the Amon Carter Museum of American Art,
Fort Worth, TX through August 8, 2021, and will be travelling to the Milwaukee Art Museum, WI in September
2021. From June 3 to August 29, 2021, her work will be presented in the group exhibition Toward Common
Cause: Art, Social Justice, and the McArthur Fellow Program at 40 at the Smart Museum of Art, Chicago, IL.

An-My Lé lives and works in Brooklyn, New York. Lé received her BA from Stanford University and a Master of
Fine Arts from the Yale University School of Art. She is the Charles Franklin Kellogg and Grace E. Ramsey
Kellogg Professor in the Arts at Bard College, New York, where she has taught since 1999. In addition to her
survey exhibition traveling in the US, she has had solo exhibitions at the MK Gallery, Milton Keynes (England)
and Museum aan de Stoom (Belgium) in 2014; Baltimore Museum of Art in 2013; San Francisco Museum of
Modern Art / SFMOMA in 2008; Dia: Beacon in 2006-07; and MoMA PS1 Contemporary Arts Center in 2002.

An-My L& is the recipient of numerous awards and grants: in 2012 she was awarded the John D. and Catherine
T. MacArthur Foundation Fellowship; in 2010, the Louis Comfort Tiffany Foundation Award; in 2007, the
National Science Foundation, Antarctic Artists and Writers Program Award; in 2004 the John Gutmann
Photography Fellowship; and in 1997 the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation fellowship.

The exhibition dé-mi-néruns from 24 June — 20 August 2021. To visit the exhibition, please schedule an
appointment on our website, mariangoodman.com. For further information, please contact the gallery at (212)

977-7160.
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An-My Lé
dé-mi-né
June 24, 2021 - August 20, 2021
Marian Goodman Gallery, New York

An-My Lé

Security and Stabilization Operations, Graffiti Il, from 29 Palms, 2003-2004
Silver gelatin print

Image: 26 1/2 x 38 in. (67.3 x 96.5 cm)

Frame: 26 7/8x381/4x11/2in. (68.3x97.2x 3.8 cm)

Edition of 5 plus 2 artist's proofs

(19917)

An-My Lé

Security and Stabilization Operations, Iraqi Police, from 29 Palms, 2003-2004
Silver gelatin print

26 1/2 x 38in. (67.3 x96.5 cm)

Edition of 5 plus 2 artist's proofs

(23045)

An-My Lé

Explosive Ordinance Disposal, from 29 Palms, 2003-2004
Silver gelatin print

Image: 26 1/2 x 38 in. (67.3 x 96.5 cm)

Frame: 26 7/8x381/4x11/2in. (68.3x97.2x 3.8 cm)
Edition of 5 plus 2 artist's proofs

(23049)

An-My Lé

Infantry Platoon, Alpha Company, from 29 Palms, 2003-2004
Gelatin silver print

Image: 26 1/2 x 38 in. (67.3 x 96.5 cm)

Frame: 26 3/4x381/4x11/2in.(67.9x97.2x3.8cm)
Edition of 5 plus 2 artist's proofs

(23448)
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i An-My Lé
4 Combat Operations Center Guard, from 29 Palms, 2003-2004
?{ : .“Mi Silver gelatin print
g Lt Image: 26 1/2 x 38 in. (67.3 x 96.5 cm)
Frame: 26 3/4x381/4x11/2in.(67.9x97.2x3.8cm)
Edition of 5 plus 2 artist's proofs
(19911)

An-My Lé

Infantry Platoon Attack, from 29 Palms, 2003-2004
Silver gelatin print

26 1/2 x 38in. (67.3 x 96.5 cm)

Edition of 5 plus 2 artist's proofs

(23050)

An-My Lé

Rocket-propelled Grenade Ambush, from 29 Palms, 2003-2004
Silver gelatin print

Image: 26 1/2 x 38 in. (67.3 x 96.5 cm)

Frame: 26 3/4x381/4x11/2in.(67.9x97.2x3.8cm)
Edition of 5 plus 2 artist's proofs

(23052)

An-My Lé

Mortar Impact, from 29 Palms, 2003-2004

Silver gelatin print

Image: 26 1/2 x 38 in. (67.3 x 96.5 cm)

Frame: 26 3/4x381/4x11/2in.(67.9x97.2x3.8cm)
Edition of 5 plus 2 artist's proofs

(23051)

An-My Lé

Infantry Platoon, Machine Gunners, from 29 Palms, 2003-2004
Gelatin silver print

Image: 26 1/2 x 38 in. (67.3 x 96.5 cm)

Frame: 26 3/4x381/4x11/2in.(67.9x97.2x3.8cm)
Edition of 5 plus 2 artist's proofs

(23450)
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An-My Lé

Combat Support Service Operations, from 29 Palms, 2003-2004
Silver gelatin print

Image: 26 1/2 x 38 in. (67.3 x 96.5 cm)

Frame: 26 3/4x381/4x11/2in.(67.9x97.2x3.8cm)

Edition of 5 plus 2 artist's proofs

(19918)

An-My Lé

Bivouac, from 29 Palms, 2003-2004

Silver gelatin print

Image: 26 1/2 x 38 in. (67.3 x 96.5 cm)

Frame: 26 7/8x381/4x11/2in. (68.3x97.2x 3.8 cm)
Edition of 5 plus 2 artist's proofs

(23048)

An-My Lé

Resupply Operations, from 29 Palms, 2003-2004

Silver gelatin print

Image: 26 1/2 x 38 in. (67.3 x 96.5 cm)

Frame: 26 7/8x381/4x11/2in. (68.3x97.2x3.8cm)
Edition of 5 plus 2 artist's proofs

(23053)

An-My Lé

Night Operations lll, from 29 Palms, 2003-2004

Gelatin silver print

Photo: 26 1/2 x 38 in. (67.3 x 96.5 cm)

Frame: 26 3/4x381/4x11/2in.(67.9x97.2x3.8cm)
Edition of 5 plus 2 artist's proofs

(23447)

An-My Lé

Night Operations IV, from 29 Palms, 2003-2004

Silver gelatin print

Image: 26 1/2 x 38 in. (67.3 x 96.5 cm)

Frame: 26 3/4x381/4x11/2in.(67.9x97.2x3.8cm)
Edition of 5 plus 2 artist's proofs

(19919)
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In Show on the 3" Floor

An-My Lé

Untitled, Ba Vi, Viét Nam, 1998

Silver gelatin print

Image: 16 x 23 in. (40.6 x 58.4 cm)

Frame: 21 1/8 x27 3/4in. (53.7 x 70.5 cm)
Edition of 10

(19961)

Hanging on the 4" Floor

An-My Lé

Untitled, Mekong Delta, Viét Nam, 1994
Silver gelatin print

13 15/16 x 17 11/16 in. (35.5 x 45 cm)
Edition of 10

(19957)

An-My Lé

Untitled, But Thap, Viét Nam, 1996

Silver gelatin print

Image: 16 x 23 in. (40.6 x 58.4 cm)

Frame: 21 1/8 x27 3/4in. (53.7 x 70.5 cm)
Edition of 10

(19958)

An-My Lé

Untitled, Ba Vi, Viét Nam, 1998

Silver gelatin print

Image: 16 x 23 in. (40.6 x 58.4 cm)

Frame: 21 1/8 x27 3/4in. (53.7 x 70.5 cm)
Edition of 10

(19960)
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Additional Works

An-My Lé

Untitled, Sapa, Viét Nam, 1995

Silver gelatin print

Image: 16 x 23 in. (40.6 x 58.4 cm)

Frame: 21 1/8x27 3/4in. (53.7 x 70.5 cm)
Edition of 10

(19959)

An-My Lé

Untitled, Mekong Delta, Viét Nam, 1995
Silver gelatin print

Image: 16 x 23 in. (40.6 x 58.4 cm)

Frame: 21 1/8 x27 3/4in. (53.7 x 70.5 cm)
Edition of 10

(19963)

An-My Lé

Untitled, Gia Lai, Viét Nam, 1994

Silver gelatin print

Image: 16 x 23 in. (40.6 x 58.4 cm)

Frame: 21 1/8 x27 3/4in. (53.7 x 70.5 cm)
Edition of 10

(19964)

An-My Lé

Untitled, Son Tay, Viét Nam, 1998

Gelatin silver print

Image: 16 x 23 in. (40.6 x 58.4 cm)
Frame:211/8x273/4x11/2in.(53.7x70.5x3.8cm)
Edition of 10

(25094)

An-My Lé
Untitled, Nam Ha, Viét Nam, 1994
Silver gelatin print
Image: 14 x 11 in. (45.6 x 27.9 cm)
Frame: 17 11/16 x 13 15/16 in. (45 x 35.5 cm)
—— Edition of 10
(19966)
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An-My Lé

It Don't Mean Nothin, 2021

Vintage lighter
61/2x41/4x11/2in.(16.5x10.8 x3.8 cm)
(25141)

An-My Lé
Do La The Gioi Cua Dan Ong, 2021
Vintage lighter
e 61/2x41/4x11/2in.(16.5x10.8 x 3.8 cm)

1 Edition of 2 (#1/2)
(25199)

An-My Lé

Behind the 8 ball, 2021

Vintage lighter
61/2x41/4x11/2in.(16.5x10.8 x3.8 cm)
Edition of 2 (#1/2)

(25200)

An-My Lé

Respect, 2021

Vintage lighter
61/2x41/4x11/2in.(16.5x10.8 x3.8 cm)
Edition of 2 (#1/2)

(25201)

An-My Lé

Why Me, 2021

Vintage lighter
61/2x41/4x11/2in.(16.5x10.8x3.8 cm)
Edition of 2 (#1/2)

(25196)

An-My Lé

526, 2021

2 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x81/2x11/2in.(16.5x21.6x3.8cm)
Edition of 2

(25142)
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An-My Lé

Mister Gray, Stone, 2021

2 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x81/2x11/2in.(16.5x21.6x3.8cm)
Edition of 2

(25143)

An-My Lé

Steve, 2021

2 vintage lighters
61/2x81/2x11/2in.(16.5x21.6x3.8cm)
Edition of 2

(25144)

An-My Lé

Black Cats, Fuck Communism, 2021

2 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x81/2x11/2in.(16.5x21.6x3.8cm)
Edition of 2

(25145)

An-My Lé

Let Me Win Your Heart And Mind Or I'll Burn Your God Damn Hut Down, 2021
3 vintage lighters, cotton yarn

61/2x123/4x11/2in.(16.5x32.4x3.8cm)

Edition of 2

(25146)

An-My Lé

Gimme A Lite, 2021

2 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x81/2x11/2in.(16.5x21.6x3.8cm)
(25147)

An-My Lé

Graphite, 2021

2 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x81/2x11/2in.(16.5x21.6x3.8cm)
Edition of 2

(25148)
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An-My Lé

I'm Going Home, Short, 2021

2 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x81/2x11/2in.(16.5x21.6x3.8cm)
Edition of 2

(25149)

An-My Lé

We the unwilling drained by the unskilled for the ungrateful , 2021
2 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x81/2x11/2in.(16.5x21.6x3.8cm)

Edition of 2

(25195)

An-My Lé

Wild & Krazy, 2021

2 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x81/2x11/2in.(16.5x21.6x3.8cm)
Edition of 2

(25193)

An-My Lé
o i Thomas, 2021
[ THOMAS. - - ’
@fﬁ%ﬁ_—— 3 vintage lighters
E | 61/2x123/4x11/2in.(16.5x32.4x3.8cm)
Edition of 2
(25177)

An-My Lé

Echo & Em See, 2021

3 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x123/4x11/2in.(16.5x32.4x3.8cm)
Edition of 2

(25194)

An-My Lé

Te Amo Marian Me Encanta La Isla Del Encanto, 2021
3 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x123/4x11/2in.(16.5x32.4x3.8cm)
Edition of 2

(25198)
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An-My Lé
w 1 Let Me Win Your Heart And Mind Or I'll Burn Your God Damn Hut Down, 2021
3 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
ol 61/2x123/4x11/2in.(16.5x32.4x3.8cm)
Edition of 2
(25146)

An-My Lé
O . Black is Beauty, Think Black, Act Black, Live Black, We Shall Over Run, 2021
‘.. 3 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
: 61/2x123/4x11/2in. (16.5x32.4x 3.8 cm)
Edition of 2
(25151)

An-My Lé
= - Carlos, You Are True To Your Color, Don’t Fake It, Be It All, Black And Proud
%@r Because We Are A Winner, 2021
bl 3 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x123/4x11/2in.(16.5x32.4x3.8cm)

Edition of 2

(25178)

An-My Lé
o e Together Forever, Lil, Boots, Moses, The Hawk is Out, The Eagle Flies High Tonight,
]mfjt m l:;,;J God is Alive and Well in Mexico City, 2021

3 vintage lighters
61/2x123/4x11/2in.(16.5x32.4x3.8cm)
Edition of 2

(25176)

An-My Lé

Ice cream, Stone, Mister Gray, Graphite, 2021
4 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x17x11/2in.(16.5x43.2x3.8cm)
Edition of 2

(25154)

An-My Lé

Peace, Love, 2021

4 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x17x11/2in.(16.5x43.2x3.8cm)
Edition of 2

(25157)
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An-My Lé

Swamp, Fuck it, 2021

4 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x17x11/2in.(16.5x43.2x3.8cm)
Edition of 2

(25158)

An-My Lé

Ice Cream, Stone, Mr. Gray, Black passion, 2021
4 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x17x11/2in.(16.5x43.2x3.8cm)
Edition of 2

(25160)

An-My Lé
= You can Surf Later, 2021
| 4 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x17x11/2in.(16.5x43.2x3.8cm)
Edition of 2
(25163)

An-My Lé

Souvenir of Dallas, Texas, L, F, Fire Department, 2021
4 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x17x11/2in.(16.5x43.2x3.8cm)

Edition of 2

(25167)

An-My Lé
—r - Ice Cream, Mister Gray, 2021
%@@@ 4 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
' 61/2x17x11/2in. (16.5x 43.2 x 3.8 cm)

Edition of 2
(25168)

An-My Lé

Barnett Plantation, Brother Loi, 2021

4 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x17x11/2in.(16.5x43.2x3.8cm)
Edition of 2

(25169)
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An-My Lé

Kiéu, My Love, 2021

4 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x17x11/2in.(16.5x43.2x3.8cm)
Edition of 2

(25170)

An-My Lé

OLE, Your Never Behind, When Your A head, 2021
4 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x17x11/2in.(16.5x43.2x3.8cm)
Edition of 2

(25174)

An-My Lé

All One, 2021

4 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x17x11/2in.(16.5x43.2x3.8cm)
Edition of 2

(25175)

An-My Lé

If You Want to Fuck, Smile, When this Lighter You Hand me Back, 2021
4 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x17x11/2in.(16.5x43.2x3.8cm)

Edition of 2

(25172)

An-My Lé

Twiggy, T6i Yéu Co Ly, Why Do You Look Here, 2021
4 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x17x11/2in.(16.5x43.2x3.8cm)

Edition of 2

(25159)

An-My Lé

To Mom, From a Lonely Tony, Short, 2021
4 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x17x11/2in.(16.5x43.2x3.8cm)
Edition of 2

(25161)
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An-My Lé

Bob, Born to Win, 2021

4 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x17x11/2in.(16.5x43.2x3.8cm)
Edition of 2

(25162)

An-My Lé

Engage In Some Occupation So That The Devil May Always Find You Busy Facet
Liquid Operis Ut Semper Te Diabolus Inveniat Occupatum, 2021

4 vintage lighters, cotton yarn

61/2x17x11/2in.(16.5x43.2x3.8cm)

Edition of 2

(25164)

An-My Lé

Don, Death from above, Swift Slient Deadly, Charlie Co, Lifer, Out of a Job, 2021
4 vintage lighters, cotton yarn

61/2x17x11/2in.(16.5x43.2x3.8cm)

Edition of 2

(25165)

An-My Lé

Butch, Chief, 2021

4 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x17x11/2in.(16.5x43.2x3.8cm)
Edition of 2

(25166)

An-My Lé

Michael, Peace, Love, 2021

4 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x17x11/2in.(16.5x43.2x3.8cm)
Edition of 2

(25173)

An-My Lé

Super Jew, 2021

4 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x17x11/2in.(16.5x43.2x3.8cm)
Edition of 2

(25057)
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An-My Lé

Ice Cream, Stone, Mister Gray, 2021

5 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x211/4x11/2in.(16.5x 54 x 3.8 cm)
Edition of 2

(25171)

An-My Lé

Yesterday is History Tomorrow is a Mistery Today is the Golden Age Between,
2021

5 vintage lighters, cotton yarn

61/2x211/4x11/2in.(16.5x 54 x 3.8 cm)

Edition of 2

(25197)

An-My Lé

Bang, Bang, 2021

5 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x211/4x11/2in.(16.5x 54 x 3.8 cm)
Edition of 2

(25150)

An-My Lé

The Invader, Black Power, Anna, 2021

5 vintage lighters, cotton yarn
61/2x211/4x11/2in.(16.5x 54 x 3.8 cm)
Edition of 2

(25155)

An-My Lé

If It Feels Good Do It, Row-Me-Oh, Blow In My Ear, Ill Follow You Any Where, 2021
5 vintage lighters, cotton yarn

61/2x211/4x11/2in.(16.5x 54 x 3.8 cm)

Edition of 2

(25156)
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