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Ballet as an 'Allegory of Our Times' 
Wayne McGregor's full-length 
·Dante Proje<::t° opens al a time 
of purgatorial relevance. 

Byll:OSLYNSULCAS 

LONDON - ·Be like a jellyfish,• Wayne -,: 
McG~said,unduLatin_thisupperbody 
cxpres.1i~ The danccr3 on the darkened 
sa,:coflhcRoyal()pcrallomeonarcctnt 
llftcmoonlookcdar.himforamomcnt. Then 
11.11one,theypracticedbein,:likejellyfl5h. 
McGrep, the nsdem chDreognlpher at 
lhcRoya!Ballet.lllughed."~!"he 
sald.movin:.offtotalktoa~andwho 
ll'il.!adj~thcarmt Thcit.aDean':shur;c 
roooochr001e oockdrop, U5C'd in Lhc r.ut 
Pi111 of Mt'GrCCUO ,_ lllJ.I kllJC-llwllltt'U 
"Danu:Prujt!ct." 

nie danrers Wm! tncanuulng the wr­
memed souls of "Inferno: 1heopenln, sec­
non of the f\lll-length "Danie Project; 
wtlldlwlUMff.h!l.pmnif-1?.IWITIUU'!lftlly. 
W'nh a new seott by Tbomas AdK and dt­
~ hy l"lf'an - 1wo(lf111f'ITlO!II tmponam 
11nkl!l.of1llfire,'f11'1'11flon-ht~11mone,t1e 
Rnylll Rallf!I~ ITlO!II ~£11tflrlln1 f'Mlml'J. 
lllonstnrec:,myears,aswellasltsftrstco­
producllonWiththePllrtsOpen,Balltl.£x­
ptcUlllioM,alread)'hlgh,llavtbetnlllllp~­
liedbythemutupltcanctllationsandre­
lCIM!dulingsanceitsMayl020premiere 
wasswepiasidebytlwpandemle. 

McC~ btpn to wort on tht ballet 
well btfoft the pandemic arrived. ("In­
ferno, • was performed in Loll An£eles at tht 
DorothyehnndkrPnvilioninJuly2019, 
with 111e LA. Philllarmonic, a co-commis­
sioner of Adk'I IICOtt.) BIii lie WU struck, 
hesaid,bytherelevanceofitalhemes for 
~--

"'ThcD4nttPTojcc1'lsalmo.11likcanal-
1egory of our times,• McGregor, the Royal 
Ballct\lresidentchoroogntpher,saidinan 
imcrvlew~"Somepeoplehavtlit­
enllybeen throu#l• penonaJ heU,and 
we'Yeallconcthrvuihthbperiodofpurca-
10f}.ofsta.5is.olno1knowinc.Bu1alsoofin-

lftllpettion bom out of crisis, woning out 
wtw itlswewamtodontltt,andhoptfulty 
makingdedsionsthatwillbringusjoyand ...... 

TheidcnofmnkingabnllctofDonte'!I 
"The Divillc comedy"' came from A~ 
wttomMcGregorapproaclledin2014,ah.er 
U5U1Ghismusicfor1wodanceworka."I 
wrut11massi~plect,ttltwact5,"MCCrct 
or told him. In an interview from Paris, 
~ said he was immediately intrigued. 
·The great thing that Wayne offered me 
was11klrg-eamoumof1imc,whicllismore 
1151J111foropcnicornmizionsUIIUlbnlkt: 
htsaid.Afttr"battingaround"ideall,Adls 
thougmof"TheOIYincComcdy." 

"II came into my hcod and wouldn't go 
away,"Adosaid."ltgoesbocktomychild• 
hood:ldidn'tttaditina,cholartyway,but 
ilwentriP11in1omethen;thephysiceJi1yof 
il,thcgcogmphicaJ9CGlcoftlclLltwuquite 
frid,ten~· 

McG~. who.,c movement syle Is of­
ten chamneriud by hypcrkinetic complCJt· 
ily. CJttttme limb encnsions counter• 

~n:it~':t~~"L1:ra~,~': 
vMdphymlimqtryandbeaut:,,;"ltof­
leredwmanywa)'llnwithouthilv\ncLodo 
adircc11ranslluionofDMteOMtD&C."he 
said."Thcl)OCU')'lslocmliblc.butdance 
doe:smdothewonb." 

McGrqor COOUICtcd Dean, whom ht had 
previouslyapproochedtoworkon"Woolf 
Ylorka."Heisdniwn,hesaid,toht:rUSt:of 
diffcrt111 ult"di,;i - ~he is llll IICCIJllll)ibht'U 
mmmaker11.11well11.11avi5ualanbt-bu1.11.11 
with Ada. he didn't make any suuestions 

:~~:~,:sita ::e-n: 
Adewhatkindrlworkyouwam.it'!lno1 
that son of service arraniemtnt." McGrec­
w-

Ot:un. whullillill\Vfeviulbly\bi&:1te\l rur 
lht' ~ SlliJ her lnitilll J;Olll'tt' Wit:,; DllH• 
u:'111e11.but:Jiellbudn:wouvbualrepe­
St.1IU1llul111d1heDM11eC011twy\Jy8uul• 
~Ill, Blake. Dud iuJJ Rubm Rllw;chm. 

~t~~:~~ 
11 ~.- 51ie ~ ·1 Wlll> uyiuc w \JuilrJ 
!.l'll'llP.lhtnttn1hil!mlllllll'.1Mll11'111t1Mh 
Wit.~ fllll'Mll'! IHwl Wl'l)'IV! nttf1NI an f'ffll)IY .,,,.. 

Sl'N! n!l'un\1!11 rn mf'l'llum,; 111M' fflmlllllr 
1oher-dniwing.pholographyandftlm-
10 dlltncttrtze each aa. For ·1nfem11; she 
drew neptve Images on blartboard, por­
traying int let and wastes r1 hell In shades 
i.- t;ntY 1100 hWi: em ~-, nnht.f 11111n 
wtlhf'.. "I Wll.~WOrtlntfWI ~ fntmnnth!, WT11-
ln£ 11::111'18 on TM OIIIVll~ whll!! ll!!l'tnlnt rn 
AlllfflClU1 llt'Wli llnd Brnk nqotlaOOns.· 
$he &aid. "The corrupt potidd1111111 In the 
nimhdreleoflltll,theyarealltn111trt.*For 
"l'UrglltOl'},"sbeosedapholocnemlcal 
prooe!ill.ltl!l'llAAformthellf'tllllVl'ofllpho-
1llfl'llplli.-11j;lnlnlnda1m-,IOOmtntnve'II 

Loe Angeles ilreetSCape, into a J>O'llive, 
rnmina it an uneanhly green. And for the 
fin.alact,"Pamdi&e,"Ulf!llascreatedln"ett 
tirtlyab5tractandtxtremelycolorful•film. 

McCrt£0rlllldheworkedhanlatevok 
ing dwactersin "Inferno,• which has 13 

mcr.cdbodies,lncxtremestatC3ofawful 
physicatofOictlon,llndthcsco.n:nmazini; 
anchorsforaphysice.Jvombulary,"hesaid. 
"How do you malte a dance where you have 
abodywithtwoheads,orshowsaian.orlhe 
SlOl'}'ollheiovtrsbuffetedbyexlren~ 
wind? That '!I been rtAUy new for me and 
quiterun: 

ThellCltt 1woactsan:choreoe111Dhlcally 
moreab.stracLhesaid.allhau&hheill«lfpo­
ra1ed the relatlonshlp betwt't'll Dilme 1md 
Reanice,recoumedin"LIIVl!aNUOVll,"lntn 
·Purza1nty;andMS'1epk:!N11hect1:mr;tne 
rl'latlntishlphMweenllaml'IITH1Vlrt;l1. 

FJIWlln1Wll!Mn,ll(\lindJllllllanr.l'rWhn 

haslongbefflaoontralligureinMcCr&1· 
or'SRoyalBalletwork,pooponedhisretir& 
memtodancetheroleofDante,withSarah 
Lambashis8ea1rice. "WhaiWayntdoesls 
£iveyouthernn(:cofmeaningto6ndfor 
yoorself,throughgcsiure,stlllness,rtuidity, 
c\lCllaspirimoJitylnthcthirdact,"hcsaid. 

Mu9icnlly, Adt!s soid, he wumcd •com. 
pleielydifferentsou.ndworkb•foreachsec­
tlon. For •Pu~1ory" he drew from musical 
materiAlhcluldlontwantcdtoux: •aspe­
dal form of prayer 111.!11 Is done before 
dawn."originallyfromtheSyrlanJewish 
community in Aleppo. Now h can bt heard 
onlyintheA<W:ssynagoguclnJcrusalem, 
whil;hwasfoundedbythec;ompoaer'Sfore­
bcMs."P.vo.dOO,"headdcd,"isalcapimo 
anotherworld.theworldofno.ture,likeone 
hie spiral that keeps coin& hither and 
hiehcrunlllyoohc.v1hevoicesofthean• 
gets-ortnthist11.,;e,1heLondonSym. 
phooychorus.· 

Wrttlnt mu~r. for ,1:mre, hf! Mtd, hlld 
ffill(IP him IIW!ln' lh/11 Whlll' !hi' mint! nm 
010Vf'"lnmffl'llr'flll,lml'llffl11Rlrlh'f'C11ons; 

tllebodyisverydlfletent."ThereisaftU. 
idity, more conneciion, we are not ma­
chines;lhadtohndamusicthathinksldte 

~~~~::U~~=~:~o'::S~ 
rom~.to~inoncdittctionaslongas 
youhkc."Besidcs,hctwklcd,"thcdancers 
havetoi;etacrossthe1t11G9andbac:k." 

Attlltrthcarsal,thtdanms,drtutdin 
Dean'aehalk~unit.ard:l("therir,i: 
timcl'vedesi.tllC(lcostumes."shcsaid."not 
o. place of safeiy!") were ~ jUSI that. 
skctdlini;ou1thcirsteps,geningascnseof 
1hespace--rhedancershavespcn190 
many months not touchln& each other, not 
beinionstar,e,il'llal'ffllinderwetookall 
thisforcrantcd;McGrecorso.ld."lt':slascl· 
lllllin& to me th.at die horri6c lhincs ln­
flk:tcdonlhebodyin'lnferno'havtlnmany 
ways happened 10 people who had COVid. 

•we1hinlc11bomourbodlestn11dtfftren1 
way now, a, 11 bauJeground nl 5pace and 
!OOf.h."l\mhythl'endnf1tw>plta-,lleMd­
ffi, "WI' IIIIV!!Cflllll' H Vf'!f)' lout WllY fl'Om 
HMJ10ll!lP.f1hop'." 

cs 

llrauwtwofm..ll'Jfl,fflll 
·oanie~·1wn.h'ola 
left:1becompo!ltl'Tllomu 
Mk,theNtbl~OUII 
1ndlM.fflOl'l!<IC,aphP.l'WIJ111! 
Mt:(,n,g,M:Mt:('"'t« 
1'9'M•ndna··,,-,1an1l' 
Projffl"WhJIMlrCOMUCb.11: 
ow,-.·P11rpUW,-;Mndart, 
ll!ft,alll!F..dwardllll'-1,""" 
poaponedh!sredl'tffltnl!O 
clallCl!U,el'Oll!ofllanle. 

TIMD-•Pfoto,ct 
Throuet, Od. 30at the Royal 
O.,.,.Mowa,l.ondon:rdi,Otl 
uk.A'9hurulwilba 
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